Minutes of the NBTS Mid-Year Council Meeting Agenda
2 PM November 8, 2011

Present: Gale Richardson, Lori Driscoll, Sherry Ferguson, Gregg Stanwood, Frank Scalzo, Kim Ehman, Sonya Sobrian, Ginger Morgan, Sue Makris, Lynn Singer, Helen Sable, Phil Bushnell, Jerry Meyer 

1.  President’s Update (Gale Richardson)

· Report on 2012 meeting: We have two joint symposia with TS, one also joint with OTIS (Prenatal methamphetamine, organized by Chip and Gregg); Joseph Freschella (NIDA) for keynote address; Chip is working on some funding. Second symposium is Kathy Wisner/ Gale Richardson-- strategies for reducing the impact of known teratogens; March of Dimes declined funding it. BTS symposium (Ed Levin) will be on neurobehavioral toxicity and emotional dysfunction (humans and animal models). Diana Dow-Edwards—potential THC symposium is in its early stages.  Elsevier Distinguished Lecturer: Linda Spear. Lecture on Sunday will enable her to do RSA too.
· Opinions on lectures we’re possibly co-sponsoring with TS: TS wants input. (can affect rates, but not sure if increases or decreases for us because we’d be sharing a room)

--Warkany: Fluoride to Folate, David Erickson.--NO
--Congenital malformation studies in Chernobyl impacted regions of Ukraine (Wladimir Wertelecki)—NO
--Consequences of barriers to prenatal care in less developed countries (Janet Hardy)—NO
--Grant funding organizations—this type of thing doesn’t translate to much benefit for our audience (not specific enough)—NO
· Progress on future meetings. Ginger has proposed that INA2015 meet with NBTS (and TS) in Montreal. This hasn’t been voted on yet. 

· Side note: TS is hearing rumors that NBTS might want to pull away from TS, so please reassure folks that these rumors are unsubstantiated. 
2.  NTT Editor Update (Phil Bushnell)

· NTT is doing well; 130 submissions so far this year. We have a Nov/Dec zebrafish special issue (22) with Tanguay/Levin as editors; next year Bushnell/Pessah (Guest Editor) etiology and mechanisms of autism (hopefully Oct 2012)

· Looking ahead: Editor’s meeting from Elsevier—we anticipate there will be a large number of manuscripts from China coming soon. We are discussing article-based publishing instead of issue-based publishing (post articles on website as soon as they’re ready instead of waiting until a full issue is compiled). Article of the future: web-based, with pdf format and three panels, left and right panels devoted to more depth/searching/raw data. Authors would have to put in raw data files. Working on renovating EES tracking system for reviewers, replacing with EVISE (same login for all journals—yay!)
· We have been working on a new classification system for reviewers and submissions so we can more quickly find appropriate reviewers. It is just about done. 

3.  Secretary’s Update (Lori Driscoll)
· Votes: 96% for mission statement (already online); 91% for electronic subscription

· Dues nonpayment compromise strategy:  those who do not pay in time for meeting registration must pay the nonmember rate for the meeting. Dropping members after only one year of nonpayment is too harsh. Maybe two years of nonpayment will lead to a drop? Reminder: if you haven’t paid last year’s dues, then you owe for TWO years. 
· I will send membership committee the list of people who haven’t paid by December 31. 
4. Treasurer’s Update (Helen Sable)

· Helen has been working with Susan Rice to transfer accounts locally. Tried to switch us to web-based company so we don’t have to switch banks every time we get a new Treasurer, but too many problems. Local company isn’t charging fees, which is nice.

· Bills: 2011 $7100 for Elsevier; AAALAC dues; website fees

· Dues: coming in; two people paid for both 2011 and 2012 to catch up, after being harassed to pay. 

· Primary checking: $11,141; Paypal: $874;  Sue’s checking: $1600; 2 CDs at $38,000. Total $51,000.

· PayPal: they take 2.5% of our payments; the old company took 3-3.5%. So we’ll save money.

· Susan Rice did IRS report. Happy face with IRS!

· Registration fees for Baltimore: might be more than they were for Coronado. Gale and Lori will discuss. 

5.  Awards Committee (Jerry Meyer)
· We need a timely announcement of awards (he’ll do this). One snag last year: how much money is available for travel awards? We did four awards last year. Lingering problem is how to promote the New Investigator Award. Most nominations we get per year is one. Don’t know what to do, but if you have ideas, please share with Jerry or Lori. LORI will put something up on the Facebook page. Postdocs, former students.
· Last year: we had a new initiative to have best grad student and postdoc presentations judged at the meeting. Jerry wants to continue. Small cost, gives recognition. Need to chase down judges. Jerry will bug awards committee first.

· Gale: possibly another award for junior faculty (assistant profs). A travel award. Jerry: does society have the resources for this? NIDA may have some money for something like that.

6.  Constitution and Bylaws (Chip Vorhees)

· No issues have come to our attention.

7.  Finance Committee (Stacey Germann)
· Not present.
8.  Membership Committee (Ginger Moser)
· Secretary’s section has discussion of harassment issues/nonpayers.
9.  Nominations Committee (Lori, on behalf of Kim Grant)
· Working with TS and OTIS, we continue to actively engage the National Children's Study (NCS) Program Office in an effort to develop a perpetual National Children's Study symposium at our annual meetings.  The idea is to have this funded by the NCS program office.  NBTS, TS, and OTIS would host a scholarly opportunity to showcase results as they emerge from this landmark study over the years.  Could be pretty great for NBTS.  The PO has shown interest but has not committed to anything yet.  We remain undaunted.  Tina Chambers leads this effort from TS.

· I do not have a slate of candidates yet but I can offer this:  We have identified names for most open positions.  Some folks have said no.  Certain people are being gently led to the trough.  I hope to have the slate of candidates ready by lateish December.

10.  Publications Committee (Frank Scalzo)
· Little to report. Some suggestions from Jacques on how we can help the Editor. Still waiting for a couple of people to complete profiles, including me. Get them to Phil ASAP. Special issue ideas? Chelonis and Richardson had some ideas, need to revitalize them.
11.  Public Affairs Committee (Sonya Sobrian)
· Diana has requested something to put together as a warning to people who dispense marijuana. 
· Sonya coordinated a very successful social at SfN. Social event at NBTS? Gale and Sonya will coordinate.
12.  Website Update (Sherry Ferguson)
· Continuing to update website as needs arise. Three bids to redo the website have been received. Devon and Melissa Bailey are also on the website redesign committee. Committee will distribute their recommendation to Lori and Gale. 
13.  TS Liaison Update (Tricia Janulewicz)
· Not much has happened. Participated in Educational Committee activities for TS. Educational course is being assembled; we are trying to make it so that NBTS can be involved too with discounted rates.
14.  Associate Rep Update (Abby Meyer)

· Sending out a letter to universities and centers in Baltimore about meeting; so we NEED website info about next meeting so that people can go there. Gale and Abby will coordinate this effort. 

· **Save the date** flyer was sent out, with help from Gregg and Devon. 

15.  Other business?
· Mary Gilbert has collected much info from Stan Barone regarding committee functions, and will work on the committee handbook as soon as she can.
