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NBTS Council Meeting Minutes

June 28, 2008
Monterey, California
The meeting was called to order by NBTS President, Mary Gilbert.

Attending the meeting included Mary Gilbert, Susan Rice, Susan Melnick, Diana Dow-Edwards, Tom Burbacher, Sonya Sobrian, Bill Pizzi, Ed Levin, Kim Grant, Gregg Stanwood, Cynthia Driscoll, Melissa Bailey and Carole Kimmel.
President’s Report

President, Mary Gilbert gave her report.  She discussed the issue where all council members were about to cycle off in the same year but several current council members have agreed to stay on in order to keep continuity.  She also mentioned that NBTS raised the dues for 2008 to better cover the cost of the journal.  There are 4 symposia at the meeting this year with funding from 3 agencies which is a good sign that the issues are important.  Mary talked about the electronic submission of the abstracts through Oxford and how it went smoothly even with the nominal fee of $500 which Oxford agreed not to charge.  Richard Butcher is at the meeting this year to present the Dr. Richard Butcher New Investigator Award.  The past presidents have helped sponsor his travel to the meeting.  There were also some registration woes in that it was up a little late this year.  
Secretary’s Report

The secretary, Susan Melnick, briefly summarized the minutes from the 2007 meeting in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.  Council approved the minutes.  She has enjoyed the last four years and appreciates everyone’s support.  She is working on a Secretary Duty list for the new secretary.  Please continue to alert the secretary when you have changes to your address or email. 
Awards Committee Report

Ed Levin presented the Awards Committee report.  Electronic submission was allowed.  There were two applicants for the Dr. Richard Butcher New Investigator Award and it was decided by the committee to present Dr. David S. Sharlin (nominated by Mary Gilbert) with this award.  There were 10 individuals who applied for conference awards and 4 were awarded.  The individuals receiving the conference awards were:

· Devon Graham (nominated by Michael Williams) – sponsored by Merck and Co
· Jeannette Stankowski (nominated by Gregg Stanwood) – sponsored by Neurotox Specialty Section of SOT
· Jillian Gee (nominated by Ginger Moser) – sponsored by Fine Scientific Tools
· Sherin Boctor (nominated by Sherry Ferguson) – sponsored by NBTS
These award winners were congratulated on their outstanding work.  We must encourage student and young investigator participation at NBTS and for NBTS to set aside funds to support these awards.  We should consider increasing the amount of the award especially in light of private foundations and benefits establishing awards long-term.  It would be good to reach out the international community including WHO and NATO.  However, we still do not want to support the entire trip of a student.  We could have separate categories such as international investigator to target Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands.  We could invite scientists to apply and advertise in NTT.  The report was approved by the council.

Treasurer’s Report

NBTS treasurer, Susan Rice, said that all funds have been transferred from the previous treasurer, Jacques Maurissen.  Dues for Emeritus with journal and Associate member with journal are $35 and $48, respectively.  However, the journal now costs $64 per subscription.  This difference costs NBTS.  It was proposed to increase dues up to the journal fee and this motion passed.  Susan recommended to get rid of Epoch online.  A letter from NBTS president will be sent stating our displeasure regarding the delay of our change in credit card agent that cost us money.  She will follow-up on extensions filed by Jacques.  Donations should be encouraged at registration time.  Report was approved by council.

Constitution and By-Laws Committee Report
The report of the Constitution and By-Laws committee was presented by Kim Grant.  There have been no new changes to the constitution and by-laws in the past year.  The council approved the report.

Membership Report

Gregg Stanwood, on behalf of the membership committee chair, Nellie Laughlin, presented the report.  There were 7 new applicants; 5 applicants for full membership, 3 for reinstatement and 2 for associate member status.  The pdfs were reviewed and all are worthy.  The committee spent time with those who owe back dues and checking lists.  Forgetting letters to pay dues were sent.  It would be good if the website could track your status when you login.  Susan Rice sent many emails and most do not respond.  There are about 40 with one or more years past due.  We have 135 members now and we want to keep them by emailing and calling.  Include an email receipt.  Agree to drop members after September 30th for the 2009 dues.  This motion passed with one opposed.  Reinstatement can always be accomplished by writing to the secretary.  The Membership committee report was approved by council.

Finance Committee Report

Cynthia Driscoll relayed the Finance committee report.  Corporations are tightening money.  Starting earlier is better.  The grant process of companies takes time.  This year NBTS was able to secure $18,000 in grants.  We received corporate donations in the amount of $13,800 plus in-kind services from SRA graphics, HVS Image and Kinder Scientific.  All donors were acknowledged at the meeting and published in NTT.  This is significant considering the tough economic time.  We received $2,175 from NBTS members and past NBTS Presidents.  We just need to ask members.  Thus, the total for the year was $33,975 not including in-kind services.  We need to make the donors more transparent - registration, placards, computer screen.  Exhibitors are usually off to the side.  The Finance report was approved by the council.

Nomination’s Committee Report

Mary Gilbert, on behalf of the nominations committee chair, Frank Scalzo, congratulated all the winners and thanked all who ran for office this year and encouraged all to run again.  

President-Elect – Edward Levin

Secretary – Lori Driscoll

Council – Barbara Strupp

Publications Committee – Robert Holson, Sonya Sobrian, Tom Sobotka

Archivist – William Pizzi

NBTS received a total of 45-48 votes on line for each position, which is about the same as last year online.  We had expected more.  Committee members did not have access to individual’s voting preferences and totals were read at 8AM on May 30, 2008.  Please participate in the voting and running for office.  We need to encourage members to vote.  We should drop members who do not pay by 12/31 from website so that they cannot vote.  The report of the Nominations committee was approved by the council.

Associate Representative Report

Melissa Bailey, as the associate member representative, delivered her report.  She sent out letters to colleges and universities in the Monterey area.  She developed an electronic package to the departments within the universities and the Northern California Society of Toxicology.  Melissa also arranged the schedule for the students working at the registration desk.  She wanted to encourage the free 1 day pass to minorities.  She is making a living document to pass on.  She suggested a similar idea to TS’s Dine with a Teratology Ambassador.  The associate member representative report was approved by council.

Public Affairs Committee Report

Carole Kimmel presented the Public Affairs committee report.  She pointed out that the LDDI link was missing from the website.  The public affairs committee has been dealing with 3 items.  We need to write support to the National Children’s Study as a yearly issue.  We recommend a new category to the website for recommended reading.  Another issue that was discussed was the need to support Per Erikson.  Papers that he authored have been criticized for study design by a corporation Albemarle since the academic studies did not follow regulatory guidelines and his university is investigating this as potential misconduct.  The committee will draft a letter for council to review to send to the university in support of Per Erikson.  This proposal was moved.  The council voted to approve the report of the Public Affairs committee.

Editor’s Report

Bill Pizzi, on behalf of Jane Adams, presented the Editor’s report.  The impact factor is now 2.444.  Articles on humans and behavior do well.  There was a 54% rejection rate 2007 mostly due to the increased submission by other countries electronically.  We need to pass on to authors what needs to be included.  The 2008 year looks on track as 44 papers have been reviewed so far.  It takes about 5-6 weeks to receive reviews for the first cycle.  Reminders are sent when manuscripts/reviews are due and late.  These reports were approved by the council.
Website Report

There is a high cost for the use of credit cards.  We have a new place that will help with this but the website was not responsive to putting this in place.  We need to make them aware that this was not acceptable.  The ad hoc committee should be included within the constitution.  The process of adding link requests etc. should be spelled out.
AAALAC Report

The executive director of AAALAC, John Miller, DVM, is retiring and Christian Newcomer, VMD, Dip ACLAM will officially replace him.  The report was approved by the council.
Other Discussion Issues  

CME credit with Teratology:  There are early deadlines for suggestions.  A list has been received and speaker/programs need to be in place by August 15th.
Reduced joint fees:  This was not a huge benefit for people but it will help foster relationships for those attending and members of both NBTS and TS.  This will continue.

Continuing Education class:  registration for the CNS development class, NBTS members had to pay nonmember TS rates and this is not the first time.  We want to merge closer together by having our abstracts and program in Teratology journal and TS’s in ours and on our website.  OTIS is also increasing.

Nominations:  These have been more difficult to obtain members willing to serve.   We want junior scientists to be more involved and we need to nurture them.  The committee members should work as hard as the chair.  After being on a committee, members can move on to Secretary/Treasurer and then President.

Socials:  Each social costs NBTS more than $500.  SFN last year was well-attended and NBTS would continue to finance especially with students coming.  Put fliers on the posters.  Sonya Sobrian will help with SFN this year as it will be in Washington DC.  SOT in Baltimore should be quick.
BTS:  They have reduced their numbers to about 40 but there is much overlap with NBTS.  They will carry on through merging with NBTS – currently preferred by BTS.  They have about $15-20K.  The NBTS name does not include adult exposure and a proposal is to be put forth for the journal and a possible name change.  We would like to keep our acronym the same.  How about NBT2S?

2009 Meeting:  There is a broad vision for this meeting including a symposium on maternal child health with the Gates Foundation.  Other symposia include marine based health effects and primate models.  We need a known speaker.
There was a motion to adjourn the meeting and this motion was approved by the council and Mary Gilbert adjourned the meeting thanking everyone for attendance.

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Melnick, Ph.D.

Secretary, NBTS
